The role of high technology in maintaining esthetic restorations.
Computer technology has revolutionized the way the world does business, allowing us to work faster, smarter, and more efficiently than ever before. Within dentistry, that translates to x-rays that use significantly smaller amounts of ionizing radiation, automated periodontal charting and storage devices, and imaging systems. Perhaps the greatest bottom-line benefit, especially in esthetic dentistry, is that these state-of-the-art developments enable dentists and hygienists to more effectively communicate with patients. The future of any restoration is based on the patient's motivation and ability to maintain an efficient oral hygiene routine. Esthetic restorations demand more vigorous home care programs to maximize their esthetic and functional life expectancy. With computerized images on screen, patients can better visualize the treatment that has been done and come to a realization that the restoration's success rests squarely on their shoulders.